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DRUMMOND ISLAND TOWNSHIP CONTACT INFORMATION

Drummond Island Township
29935 E. Pine St.
Drummond Island Michigan 49726

Phone: 906.493.5321

Fax: 906.493.5404
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PURPOSE

Recreation forms the foundation of our quality of life and serves as the main attraction for residents
and guests. The development of this Recreation Plan has served as a vehicle for outreach to the
Drummond Island Community and the opportunity to create a blueprint which will guide the
development of our recreational assets. As a remote island community, with rich natural resources
and an economic reliance on tourism, how we develop recreational opportunities has a direct effect
on the community members’ quality of life as well as their ability to prosper economically. Planning
is essential for responsible management of resources and for expanding those resources for the
benefit of the community.

This plan will:
● Engage partners and community members as reflect their vision for the community.

● Inventory and review the status of existing assets.

● Analyze the challenges and opportunities for each of our recreational assets.

● Develop a strategy to make feasible and impactful improvements which will support an 
improved quality of life and economic growth.

● Facilitate DNR grant eligibility.
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COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION

The Gem of Lake Huron, Drummond Island lies at the north west corner of the second largest Great
Lake. Drummond Island Township covers all of the Island’s 249 square miles and constitutes the
easternmost end of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. A ferry service delivers cars and passengers from the
mainland hourly throughout the year and a small airport also serves private aircraft.

Island communities face unique economic and social challenges. Most of the local businesses cater to
visitors to the island, and over two- thirds of the land is owned by the State of Michigan. These two
factors support the recreational foundation of the community. This foundation provides for a high
quality of life in a healthy natural environment. However, dependence on tourism means the economic
wellness of the community is extremely reliant on a strong regional and national economy, and physical
separation from the mainland leads to logistical barriers which require special consideration.

From the ferry dock, M-134 extends east through the island until Four Corners, where it meets with S.
Townline Rd to the north, S. Shore Rd. to the south, and E. Johnswood Rd to the east. Homes and
cottages hug the west and south shoreline and are scattered throughout the largely wooded island.
Many year-round residences are clustered within a half mile of S. Townline Rd and E. Pine St., near the
Township Hall.

In all, 973 people live in 541 households on Drummond Island; 88.48% of the people are white, and 4.21%
are American Indian or Alaska Native; 7.09% are two or more races; 185 of the households, or about 34%,
have at least one child living in them.
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For years, the median age in the state of Michigan has been rising, yet the largest age group remains
in the workforce- people ages 45 to 55. In contrast, the Drummond Island population is much older,
with 41.5% of the population 65 and older, compared to 18.8% in Chippewa County and 18.7% in the
State.

This particular age distribution could be explained by the fact that the Island’s many recreational
opportunities, relatively low home cost (compared to other areas of the country), and beautiful setting
attract many retirees; however limited year-round employment and economic opportunity have also
discouraged younger generations from making Drummond their year-round home. Children represent
only 11.7% of the population, compared with 17.9% of Chippewa County’s population, and over a
quarter of the population of Michigan.2

Kindergarten through sixth grade students attend Drummond Island Elementary, and then take the ferry
each day to attend De Tour Middle School and De Tour High School for the remainder of their education.
Graduating classes average about twenty students, with only 6 graduating in 2024. Although the
population has grown over the past few decades, school enrollment has decreased.

Several physician assistants are available in the Township, along with a chiropractor and physical
therapist. The Drummond Island Medical Center serves residents and visitors. Of the residents,
4.3% do not have health insurance, which is lower than Chippewa County (6.9%) and Michigan
(4.5%).
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At the same time, 13.4% of households earn

below the poverty level, which is lower than

the County (16.5%) and even with the State

(13.4%). The median household income is

$60,573, which is slightly higher than

Chippewa County ($58,408), and 9.57%

lower than the State median ($66,986).

The Total Annual Income and Benefits

displayed below shows household incomes in

Drummond Island Township, Chippewa

County, and the State of Michigan.

Comparatively, Drummond Island

households avoid the extreme income

ranges more present in the region and state,

and the smaller household size indicates a

higher income per capita within each income

range as well. The average household size in

Michigan as a whole and Chippewa County is

3.02, and decreases still further on

Drummond Island to 2.26.
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LOCATION OF DRUMMOND ISLAND IN EASTERN UPPER PENINSULA
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ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE

Drummond Island Township administrative duties are handled by the Township Board of Trustees. This
Board consists of five elected members that are salaried: supervisor, clerk, treasurer, and two trustees
and holds the power to commit funds for parks and recreation, accept grants, and purchase land on
behalf of the community. A 2025-2029 Recreation Plan Committee was formed in 2023 to continue to
assist in maintaining and developing recreational opportunities within the township. The recreation plan
steering committee is a voluntary committee made up of 10 members from the Drummond Island
community that oversee and guide subcommittees. Drummond Island Township has one maintenance
employee, one park employee, one museum employee, and five golf course employees.
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PARKS AND RECREATION BUDGET & FUNDING

Monies invested in parks and recreation for Drummond Island Township have come from the general
fund, fundraising, grant monies, and donations. The library, airport, and golf course all have specified
accounts and operating budget lines. Based on the 2025-29 DNR Recreation Plan survey and public
comments, the Parks & Recreation Committee will continue to improve recreation opportunities with
the approval and support of the township board of trustees on future allocations.

Past and Present Fund Balances:

Fund 2023-2024 2024-2025 2024-2025 2025 Projected

Balance Revenue Expenditures Balance

Golf Course (1) ($14,814) $146,410 $136,219 $4623

Public Library (2) $127,249 $78,200 $65,800 $139,649

Airport $61,172 $5,600 $30,735 $36,037

(1) Twp Golf Course was under new management in 2024.
(2) Library revenue is funded by a millage and is managed by Superior District Library.

Past and Projected Parks and Recreation Budget:

Expense Item 2023-2024 2024-2025

Expenditures Budget

Parks & Recreation (3) $41,605 $77,207

Museum $14,294 $19,295

Golf Course $99,588 $136,219

(3) Parks & Recreation includes Township campground and boat launch, hiking trails, beaches,
ballfield, and skating rink.
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RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHER AGENCIES & ENTITIES

Drummond Island Township works in conjunction with the following entities in regard to funding support,
providing recreational opportunities, and technical assistance:

▪ Chippewa County Community

Foundation

▪ Clark Township

▪ DeTour Township

▪ De Tour Village

▪ Drummond Island Tourism Association

▪ Eastern Upper Peninsula Regional

Planning & Development Commission

▪ Little Traverse Conservancy

▪ Local Service Clubs

▪ Local Outdoors Groups

▪ Michigan Department of Natural

Resources

▪ The Nature Conservancy

▪ United States Forest Service

▪ United States Coast Guard

▪ U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

▪ Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa

Indians

RECREATIONAL PROGRAMMING

The township maintains the ball fields, skating rink, several park areas, and supports beach clean-ups and
Fourth of July Fireworks. The Township Hall is also available at no cost for free community fitness classes
and other recreational group meetings. Distinct from the township, there are many recreational and
hobby groups including:

● DeTour Reef Lighthouse Preservation
Society

● DIGGERS

● Sportsman’s Club

● Drummond Island Beautification
Committee

● Motorized Trail Groups (ORV,

Snowmobiling)

● Non-motorized Trail Group

(Drummond Island Silent Sports)

● Local Service Clubs (Lions Club)
● Local Sports Leagues (Golf, Basketball,

Volleyball, Pickleball, Pool League)
● M134 North Huron Scenic Byway

Advisory Committee

● Little Traverse Conservancy
Volunteers

● Michigan Trail Riders

● Local Committees
● Tread Lightly Organization
● Chippewa, Luce, Mackinac

Conservation District
● Leave No Trace Organization
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PARKS & RECREATION CURRENT PORTFOLIO

The data provided in this section was collected by the Drummond Island Township Recreation Plan
Committee by revising inventories created for past iterations of this plan, as well as, gathering
information from internet resources; see footnote at end of this section. The current parks and
recreation portfolio for Drummond Island serves residents in addition to thousands of visitors every
year. The location of each facility and park is numbered on the Drummond Island Township: Recreation
Inventory map on the page following this of assets; see maps in Appendix A to reference land cover,
land ownership, and elevation.

In addition to the assets listed below, hundreds of miles of ORV and snowmobile trails cover all corners of
the Island. They are one of the major draws and the basis for several events throughout the year.

ADA COMPLIANCE RANKING EACH FACILITY:
1 = None of the facilities/park area meets accessibility guidelines.
2 = Some of the facilities/park area meets accessibility guidelines.
3 = Most of the facilities/park area meets accessibility guidelines.
4 = The entire facility/park area meets accessibility guidelines.
5 = The entire facility/park area was developed/renovated using the principles of universal design.

PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES OWNED BY TOWNSHIP

Drummond Island Township Park-Campground

Size: Part of the 192 acres the Township owns
Accessibility: 3
Map #: 5

The Drummond Island Township
Park features a 42-site
campground, a sandy beach, and
boat launch. Camping reservations
can be made online for any of the
42 campsites.
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Drummond Island Township Park-Heritage Trail

Size: Part of the 192 acres the Township owns
Accessibility: 1
Map #: 5

The Heritage Trail, a non-motorized
trail located within the Drummond
Island Township Park, consists of 2 trail
loops totaling 3-miles, level of
difficulty is Moderate to Moderately
Strenuous. Heritage Trail features
interpretive signage of nature found
along the trail, wonderful water and
sunset views along the west shoreline,
and is a good location for birding. This
trail is part of the North Huron Bird
Trail. In 2023, Drummond Island Silent
Sports was awarded a Chippewa Luce
Mackinac Conservation District
education grant for the interpretive
signs and used donated funds for
other trail improvements.

Drummond Island Township Golf Course

Size: 91.7 acres
Accessibility: 4
Map #: 6

The Drummond Island Township Golf
Course is a 9-hole, par 36 course with
affordable rates. It was built in the early
1960s and is similar to the old-style
English courses. It offers a unique
feature: there is an airport runway that
runs through the middle of the course.
The course not only has nine holes for
you to enjoy, but they also offer a
driving range, practice putting green
and pro shop. There are carts available
to rent as well. The course opens in the
spring and closes mid-fall.
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Frank J. Sasso Township Hall

Size: Approximately 4 acres
Accessibility: 4
Map #: 9

The Drummond Island Township Hall
includes Twp Offices, kitchen, dining
area, and a meeting area which is used
by community groups for a variety of
recreational activities, like yoga classes,
exercise sessions, and mahjong.

Drummond Island History Museum

Size: .66 acres
Accessibility: 4
Map #: 8

This local museum emphasizes artifacts
of Native Americans, Finnish farmers,
and Yankee settlers from the island's
early historical period. Other displays
cover the British Fort Drummond, the
lumber era, sporting camps, ferry boats,
and the island's rich fishing and boating
history. All housed in our new museum
constructed of hand-hewn Drummond
Island logs. The fireplace was made
from the stones of a chimney at Fort
Drummond.

Betsy Seaman Memorial Park and Veterans Memorial Park

Size: .75 acres
Accessibility: 3
Map #: 8

Betsy Seaman Memorial Park: Directly across the street from
the museum, a memorial park was established to honor Betsy
Seaman who raised a family of 15 children at this site. Her
husband, Daniel died in 1863.
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Veterans Memorial Park: Located to the east of the Betsy 
Seaman Memorial Park, the Veterans Memorial Park was 
established to honor our community’s deceased military 
veterans from all branches of the Armed Services: Army, Navy 
Marines, Air Force and Coast Guard.

Big Shoal Bay Beach

Size: 1.5 acres of the 13.9 acres owned by the Township.
Accessibility: 2
Map #: 18

Big Shoal Bay Beach is a Township Park but does not permit
overnight camping. The park has a parking lot, vault toilet,
narrow sandy beach, picnic tables and spectacular vistas
out through the islands of the cove. The beach is also a
wonderful place to launch your kayak or canoe.

Skating Rink
Size: .17 acres
Accessibility: 4
Map #: 9

The Township maintains an outdoor ice-skating rink,
located to the east of the Township Hall, in the winter
months.
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Ball Fields

Size: 6.18 acres
Accessibility: 3
Map #: 7

The ball fields on Township property, adjacent to the school
property, are maintained by the Township. The fields are
used by students and local leagues as well as informally by
the community.

Sportsman Club Shooting Range

Size: 19.58 acres
Accessibility: 2
Map #: 12

This shooting range is owned by the Township and managed
by the Drummond Island Sportsman Club.
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Non-Township Owned Public Spaces

In addition to township-owned parks and recreational
spaces, the island includes the following public spaces that
are utilized by residents and visitors:

School Playground and Gym
Size: 9.7 acres
Accessibility: 4
Map #: 7

The Drummond Island Elementary School has several
recreational assets which are used by students and the
public. These include: an indoor gym, tennis courts and a
playground. This property is owned by the DeTour Area
School System.

Drummond Island Public Library
Size: Located within Elementary School
Accessibility: 4
Map #: 7

The Drummond Island Public Library is located in the
Drummond Island Elementary School which is located on
property owned by the DeTour Area School System.

Harbor Island National Wildlife Refuge

Size: 695 acres
Accessibility: 1
Map #: 10

This 695-acre island became part of the National
Wildlife Refuge system in 1983 when the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Services purchased it from The Nature
Conservancy. Harbor Island is overseen by the Seney
National Wildlife Refuge in Seney, Michigan. It has never
been timbered or dredged. Harbor Island is zoologically
and botanically rich and is part of the North Huron
Birding Trail.
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Grouse Enhanced Management Systems (GEMS)

Size: 37,050 acres
Accessibility: 1
Map #: 13

Established and managed by the DNR & Wildlife
Management Institute. Two-track logging roads
crisscross each unit. The roads are gated off at entry
points to provide walking trails through the intensively
managed habitat. Grouse and woodcock hunters can let
their dogs range on either side of the trails without
worrying about danger from passing vehicles.
Well-mapped and marked, the trails should attract
youth, senior and inexperienced hunters as well as
veterans. GEMS will be great places for snowshoeing
and cross-country skiing, to hike and view wildlife, and
to enjoy the long views and scenery of these productive
natural settings. "Birders will find early successional
species that they don't get to view very often in older,
more-mature forested habitats across much of northern
Michigan.

Clyde and Martha Williams Nature Preserve

Size: 80 acres
Accessibility: 1
Map #: 11

The Williams Preserve is owned by Little Traverse
Conservancy. The land is mostly forested, and a
1.3-mile trail system has been developed. Fallow
agricultural fields now vegetated with bracken fern,
blackberry, and various tree seedlings and saplings are
present in small areas. Fissured bedrock is visible at
the surface in some spots. Ancient post-glacial lake
shorelines are evident on the Preserve. An old stone
wall built by early Island settlers is located in the east
part of the Preserve. Parking is available off of
Maxton Road.
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Curtis Anderson Preserve

Size: 46 acres
Accessibility: 1
Map #: 1

Owned and managed by the Little Traverse Conservancy,
this area consists of forested land with a short trail that
can be accessed from South Dix Point Road. There is no
off-road parking available.

Forslund Dix Point Preserve
Size: 60 acres
Accessibility: 1
Map #: 2

Owned and managed by the Little
Traverse Conservancy, the property has
1800 lineal feet of shoreline on the St.
Mary's River. There is an
approximately 1/4 mile trail to access
the shoreline with two side loops
through the forest. Benches along the
shoreline for freighter and
birdwatching. Great views toward
west, north, and east. Good place to
launch a kayak. Parking (limited
parking, no trailers) is available at the
end of S. Dix Point Road.

Clark Island Preserve
Size: 2.75 acres
Accessibility: Water access only
Map #: 4

The Little Traverse Conservancy (LTC) property
consists of 2.75 acres of woods and meadows on
the Northern tip of Clark Island. LTC owns
additional land on the West side of the Island.
The LTC property on Clark Island is available for
day use only, no camping allowed. The property is
accessible by water access only, the road and
bridge to the island are private.

22



Maxton Plains Preserve

Size: 1,185 acres
Accessibility: 1
Map #: 14

Drummond Island has one of the
largest, best preserved Alvar plant
communities in the world. This habitat
supports rare plant and animal life.
This preserve is owned and managed
by The Nature Conservancy.

Whitney Bay Nature Preserve

Size: 93 acres
Accessibility: very limited; water only
with no trails
Map #: 3

Owned and managed by Little Traverse
Conservancy, the property is located at
the back of Whitney Bay and is
accessible only by water. There are no
trails or land access to the property.
The land is heavily wooded with
wetlands along the shoreline.
Beautiful area for kayaking with lots of
birds!

Traverse Point

Size: 110 acres
Accessibility: by water only
Map #: 19

Owned and managed by Little Traverse
Conservancy, the property is located at
the east end of Warner's Cove and is
accessible by water only. There are 1
to 1.5 miles of Lake Huron shoreline to
explore. Kayak access is from State
land. A shipwreck can be seen in
shallow water off of Traverse Point.
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Fossil Ledges

Size: 1.8 miles of shoreline
Accessibility: 1
Map #: 15

Located on state land along the north
shore of Drummond Island, you will find
the fossil ledges. The “ledges” are made
up of the fossilized remains of a
saltwater coral bed. The "Ledges" is a
unique place formed by nature that not
many people know about or get to visit.
The journey there can be a bit tricky, so
be prepared for some off-roading.
However, it is worth your while if you
have a vehicle with high clearance.

Marblehead

Size: 8.35 acres
Accessibility: 1
Map #: 17

Located on state land, rock shelves
lead to the tall rock formation known
as Marblehead which looks out over
Lake Huron from about 100 feet above
the waves. To get to the top you first
drive out to the trail and then pick a
spot to hike from. The road becomes
extremely rough the further you go.

Glen Cove

Size: 1.19 miles of shoreline
Accessibility: 1
Map #: 16

Glen Cove Beach is located on state land at the eastern
end of Drummond Island. Tent camping is permitted on
the beach and you may also build a campfire; be sure
to extinguish the fire if you leave your campsite. The
floor of the swimming beach is sandy and extends out
quite a distance; however, keep an alert eye on your
children, as there are no lifeguards. The sandy beach is
great for launching your kayak or canoe because the
cove is fairly sheltered from the wind.
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Other Recreational Opportunities on State Land

In addition to the assets above, hundreds of miles of marked ORV trails are on state land on the eastern
end of the Island. During the winter months only, nearly 80 miles of groomed snowmobile trails cover a
mixture of state and private property, with permission from property owners, open from December 1st
through March 31st (weather permitting). These activities are a major draw to the island and the basis for
several events throughout the year. Hunting is also a big draw to the island; hunting seasons range from
October through the end of December. Much of the state land, approximately 43,359 acres, is ‘purchased
land’ using hunting and fishing license fees acquired through the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration
Act (16 U.S.C.A. 669 et seq), passed in 1937.

See the Drummond Island Township: Parks & Recreation - Current Portfolio map on the following page;
see maps in Appendix A to reference land cover, land ownership, and elevation.

Footnote: Information collected from Little Traverse Conservancy, Michigan DNR, US Forest Service,
Conservation And Recreation Lands (CARL), GIS data, and Google Search.

25

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2020-title16/pdf/USCODE-2020-title16-chap5B.pdf
http://www.landtrust.org/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/hiawatha/recreation/


Drummond Island Township Parks & Recreation - Current Portfolio Location Map
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DESCRIPTION OF PLANNING & PUBLIC INPUT

With Drummond Island Township Board support the Recreation Committee carried out the necessary
actions required when putting together a recreation plan for 2025-2029. Throughout several meetings
and workshops, the committee and subcommittees addressed public concerns, offered solutions and
potential project ideas based on the survey results. The Recreation Committee solicited public input in
the following ways:

Public Input Questionnaire: This questionnaire was made available online on 12/1/2023 on the
Drummond Island Township website, and using QR codes on posters and on the printed survey forms
mailed to all property owners directing surveyor to the Township website, as well as hard copies
available at the Drummond Township office, Drummond Island Public Library, and Drummond Island
Tourist Association Visitor Center. The survey forms were completed by 706 people between December 1
2023 and January 18 2024.

Public Input by Subcommittees: During workshops, attendees broke into subcommittees to find solutions
to various concerns expressed in the survey results and propose potential project ideas to be included in
the 2025-2029 DNR Recreation Plan, see Project Idea Template, Appendix D. Based on the recreation plan
survey results, the subcommittees were grouped in five main themes:

1. Public Water Access
2. Power Sports
3. Non-Motorized Sports
4. Parks and Recreation
5. Historical Engagement

Public Comment Period: The final draft of the 2025-2029 DNR Recreation Plan was made available online
on the Drummond Island Township website https://www.drummondislandtownship.org, and hard copies
were also available for review at the Frank J Sasso Township Hall, Drummond Island Public Library, and the
Drummond Island Tourist Association Visitor Center from June 17 2024 through July 18 2024.

Public Hearing: The Public Hearing was used to give members of the public an opportunity to speak before
the Recreation Steering Committee to express their thoughts on the final draft of the plan on July 18 and
July 25 2024.

To see the full questionnaire Appendix B , public survey and input results Appendix C, including public
notices placed in the local paper Appendix F.
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GOALS & OBJECTIVES

The purpose of this 5-year plan for Drummond Island Township is to expand the recreational opportunities
for township residents and visitors. To make this a reality, this plan will work to achieve three main goals.
Each goal will have objectives to guide progress through various initiatives and projects. The next section,
Action Program, will delineate when, where, and how certain objectives will be met by the Drummond Island
Township, the Drummond Island Tourist Association, Drummond Island Recreation Plan Steering Committee
and Subcommittees, and various community committees.

The rationale for these goals and objectives are rooted in the insights gleaned from the Recreation
Questionnaire as well as from discussions with the Drummond Island Township Board of Trustees.
Additional guidance was provided by data gathered by the Drummond Island Tourism Association, which
revealed that hiking (non-motor trails), water access for viewing and paddle/kayak launching, and
off-roading were the top three activities where people wanted specific information, based on the requests
of the hundreds of people that stopped by their offices.

According to the survey results, hiking/walking, boating/jet-skiing, swimming, kayaking/paddle-boarding,
and fishing were the most popular activities survey respondents engaged in. Respondents also were most
interested in expanding opportunities for hiking/walking, water access for viewing/picnicking and
kayak/paddleboard launching, dark sky viewing, and ATV/ORV trail from ferry to Four Corners.

Goal 1: Expand and Promote Water Access and Non-motor Trails throughout the
Township.

RATIONALE: THREE OF THE TOP FIVE POPULAR ACTIVITIES AND THREE OF THE TOP FIVE RANKED

PRIORITIES FROM THE SURVEY WERE DIRECTLY RELATED TO HIKING TRAILS, WATER ACCESS, AND

FISHING AND INCREASING HIKING TRAILS, WATER ACCESS FOR VIEWING AND KAYAK TRAILS, AND

KAYAK/PADDLE/BOAT LAUNCHES WERE THE TOP CHOICE FOR SURVEY RESPONDENTS.

OBJECTIVES:
1.1 Develop more non-motorized trails on Township property, nature preserves, and state land for
hiking/running, birding, XC skiing/snowshoeing
1.2.Develop kayak/canoe launches at various public access locations with signage for rules, risk level, and
safety information.
1.3 Install ADA compliant kayak launches at Township Park, Big Shoal Beach, and/or Maxton Bay DNR boat
launch.
1.4 Township Park boat launch improvements, including dock, parking area, and signage for rules & safety
information.
1.5 Improve swimming areas at Big Shoal Beach and Township Park Beach with signage for rules & safety
information.
1.6 Building a community pier on public land.

28



Goal 2: Expand the ORV/Motor Trail Systems and Park Amenities.

RATIONALE: THE CURRENT TRAIL SYSTEMS ARE WELL-USED, AND ADDITIONAL AMENITIES WILL

INCREASE THE PUBLIC’S ENJOYMENT. ADDITIONAL ROUTES WILL INCREASE OPPORTUNITY FOR

RECREATION AND CONNECT THE TOWNSHIP TO TRAIL SYSTEMS THAT CURRENTLY END AT THE

DETOUR FERRY DOCK. INSTALLING IMPROVED AMENITIES AT THE PARKS WHICH SERVE AS ANCHORS

FOR THE TRAIL SYSTEMS WILL ALSO SUPPORT RESPONSIBLE TRAIL USE

OBJECTIVES:
2.1 Install Rest Rooms/Warming Shelter at Drummond Island Ferry Dock.
2.2 Install Dump Station and Septic Systems at Township Park.
2.3 Improve campsites at Glen Cove.
2.4 Clean-up Glen Cove wooded area.
2.5 Implement ORV speed limit on county roads.
2.6 Develop a bike path from Museum to Four Corners
2.7 Install roof over existing concrete slab for use as a Community Pavilion adjacent to Township Hall.

Goal 3: Capitalize on and Further Develop Drummond Township’s Community-Based
Sense of Place.

DRUMMOND ISLAND IS UNIQUE FOR BOTH RESIDENTS AND VISITORS. COMMUNITY-BASED PLACE

MAKING EFFORTS CAN MEET PUBLIC EXPECTATIONS, ENCOURAGE STEWARDSHIP OF OUR ISLAND AND

ITS RESOURCES, AND SUPPORT AN ENHANCED QUALITY OF LIFE.

Note: The following Objectives can be achieved by the Community Plan Committee members, as they

can be implemented now, are not recreation based, and do not require DNR funding.

OBJECTIVES:
3.1 Install “Welcome to Drummond Island” arch signage and fort style kiosk near Restrooms/Warming Shelter
at Drummond Island Ferry Dock.
3.2 Develop and implement “Protect Drummond Island Campaign”
3.3 Continue participating in Treat Lightly and Leave No Trace and host trash pick-up days on trails.
3.4 Install historical signage at designated sites of historical and cultural significance.
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ACTION PROGRAM

The action plan for this five-year plan will be dictated by the monies available through grants, fundraising, donations, and general township
funds. These projects can be realized through the cooperation, assistance, and expertise of county, state and federal governments. This
recreation plan may be amended at any time during its five years to change priority or to add or change goals and objectives with public opinion
and input. All development projects will be held to universal compliance and American Disability Act standards.

Funding Sources:

▪ Township funds

▪ Local funds (local service organizations and businesses; donations and fundraising)

▪ Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians: 2 percent funds

▪ MDNR: Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF)—min. 25 percent match

▪ MDNR: Land & Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)—50 percent match

▪ MDNR: Recreation Passport (RP)—min. 25 percent match

▪ MDEQ: Coastal Zone Management (CZM)—50 percent match

▪ MDOT: Transportation Alternatives Program
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Sub-Committee Project Name Project Description

Public Water
Access

Dickenson Lake Paddling
Launch Site (DNR)

Signage & improved parking: 1) Install educational signage to
designate this public paddling launch site, providing paddlers with
essential guidelines, route suggestions, and safety information, and
disclaimer. 2) Improve the parking spot and clear shoreline for better
water access.

Public Water
Access

Townline Road End
Paddling Launch Site
(Twp)

Signage: Install educational signage to designate this public
paddling launch site, providing paddlers with essential guidelines,
route suggestions, and safety information, and disclaimer as well as
where to park (down the road at ice rink).

Public Water
Access

Glen Cove Paddling
Launch Site (DNR)

Signage & Log Book Kiosk: 1) Signage: Install educational 
signage to designate this public paddling launch site, providing 
paddlers with essential guidelines, route suggestions, and safety 
information and disclaimer, 2) Log Book kiosk: name, vehicle 
make/model/license, launch time, duration planned/destination.

Public Water
Access

South Flat Rock- Kilstroms
Rd Paddling Launch Site
(DNR)

Signage: Install educational signage to designate this public
paddling launch site, providing paddlers with essential guidelines,
route suggestions, and safety information, and disclaimer

Public Water
Access

Potagannissing Wildlife
Flooding Area Paddling
Launch Site (DNR)

Signage: Install educational signage to designate this public
paddling launch site, providing paddlers with essential guidelines,
route suggestions, and safety information, and disclaimer

Public Water
Access

Big Shoal Beach Paddling
Launch Site (Township)

Signage, Improve Parking, Improve Boat Launch & Beach: 1) Install
educational signage to designate this public paddling launch site,
providing paddlers with essential guidelines, route suggestions, and safety
information, and disclaimer, 2) Improve/grade/fill the parking area adjacent
to boat launch, 3) Improve beach for swimmer safety.
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Public Water
Access

Maxton Bay DNR Boat
Launch (DNR)- Paddling
Launch Site with ADA
Compliant Kayak Launch

Signage & ADA Compliant Kayak Launch: 1) Install educational
signage to designate this public paddling launch site, providing paddlers
with essential guidelines, route suggestions, and safety information, and
disclaimer 2) Install ADA compliant (Universally Accessible) kayak launch
at the current DNR boat launch. 70% guaranteed funding through grants
when 30% funding is locally raised.

Public Water
Access

Multi-Purpose Community
Pier

Community Pier: Implementing an ADA-compliant public pier improves
community waterfront access and enjoyment. This low-barrier,
maintenance-free structure benefits children, seniors, veterans, and those
with disabilities, enhancing civic life for all. Location TBD (adjusted
carry-over project from previous DNR Recreation Plan). Over $60,000 is
already raised for this project.

Non-Motor
Sports Big Shoal Trail (Twp)

Hiking Trail: Evaluate & map existing hiking trail. Request Twp approval
for trail brushing & new signage. Install signage (trail map, level of
difficulty, safety info). Establish this trail as a recognized birding trail.
Project timeline: 2024-2025

Non-Motor
Sports

DI Resort Nature Preserve
Trail (Resort)

Hiking Trail: Evaluate & map existing hiking trail. Request Resort
approval for trail brushing & new signage. Install signage (trail map, level
of difficulty, safety info). Establish this trail as a recognized birding trail;
project timeline: 2024-2026. Research & evaluate potential marsh birding
trail in another area of Nature Preserve; project timeline: 2026-2027

Non-Motor
Sports

Heritage Trail-East Loop
(Twp)

Hiking/XC Ski Trail: Evaluate & map new hiking/XC ski trail. Request Twp
approval for trail brushing & new signage. Install signage (trail map, level
of difficulty, safety info). Establish this trail as a recognized birding trail.
Project timeline: 2026-2028.
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Non-Motor
Sports

Land Adjacent Heritage
Trail-East Loop (DNR)

Hiking/XC Ski Trail: Evaluate & map new hiking/XC ski trail.
Request DNR approval for minimal trail brushing & new signage
(installed on adjacent Twp property only, at boundary access point).
Install signage (trail map, level of difficulty, safety info). Establish this
trail as a recognized birding trail. Project timeline: 2027-2029.

Non-Motor
Sports Rainbow Trail (DNR)

Hiking/XC Ski Trail: Evaluate & map existing hiking/XC ski trail,
established in 2008. Request DNR approval for minimal trail brushing &
new signage (installed at existing parking area only). Install signage (trail
map, level of difficulty, safety info). Establish this trail as a recognized
birding trail. Project timeline: 2027-2029.

Power Sports Vault Toilets at Trail Heads

Upgrade Existing ORV Trail Heads: Contact the DNR to get
approved vault toilet design and cost, raise funds for the project,
install vault toilet and maintain.

Power Sports Trash bins at Trail Heads

Upgrade Existing ORV Trail Heads: Contact the DNR to get
approved trash bin design and cost, raise funds for the project,
install and maintain.

Power Sports ORV Speed Limit Signs

County Roads: Implement speed limit signs around the island to 
educate the ORV non-registered vehicles that the speed limit is 25 
mph.

Power Sports
Improve Campsites on
Glen Cove

State Land: Improving campsites in locations such as Glen Cove 
Road. This would include adding fire rings and tent pads at 
certain locations.

Parks and
Recreation

Township Park Dump
Station and Septic System

Township Park: Installation of a dump station for park patrons and
installation of a septic system for infrastructure for shower and restroom
facilities.
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Public Water
Access

Township Park
Campground, Boat
Launch, and Beach

Signage, Improve Parking, Improve Boat Launch & Beach: 1)
Install educational signage to designate this public paddling launch
site, providing paddlers with essential guidelines, route suggestions,
safety information, and disclaimer, 2) Improve/grade/fill the parking
area adjacent to boat launch, 3) Repair/improve township boat
launch, 4) Improve beach for swimmer safety.

Parks and
Recreation

Bike Path from Museum to
4 Corners

Bike Path: Phased project to install a bike path in four segments
from the Museum parking lot to the 4 Corners to allow for safe
pedestrian and cycling in town.

2020-24 Rec
PLan
Carry-Over

Drummond Ferry
Dock-Rest Rooms &
Warming Station

Rest Rooms & Warming Station: Location at the Drummond Island
ferry docks, this project continues to acquire necessary approvals
from property owners and required regulatory agencies. Project
timeline: Current through 2029

2020-24 Rec
Plan
Carry-Over

Welcome & Information
Kiosk

Welcome to Drummond Island & Information Kiosk: Location at
the Drummond Island ferry docks, this project continues to acquire
necessary approvals from property owners and required regulatory
agencies. Project timeline: Current through 2029

2020-24 Rec
Plan
Carry-Over

Community Pavilion
(Township)

Community Pavilion: Install roof over existing concrete slab to
provide year-round use by the community. Located adjacent to the
Twp Hall & ambulance building on Twp property. Some matching
funds raised, estimated year of completion: 2026-2027.
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX A: ADDITIONAL MAPS

The map below was produced by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR).
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APPENDIX B: QUESTIONNAIRE
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APPENDIX C: PUBLIC SURVEY ANALYSIS
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APPENDIX D: PROJECT IDEA TEMPLATES PREPARED BY SUBCOMMITTEES
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APPENDIX E: PROJECT RESOURCES (SITE PLANS, ETC.)

As the plan is carried out, this is where site plans, resolutions of support, funding commitments, and the

like should be placed.

Name of Document:

Photo of Document:
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APPENDIX F: PUBLIC NOTICES & ADOPTION MEETING MATERIALS

30-DAY REVIEW PERIOD NOTICE

Date of the Notice: Drummond Island Digest, June
and July 2024 issues.
Type of the Notice: Newspaper announcement in
the Drummond Island Digest.
Plan Location: At the Drummond Island Township
Hall, Drummond Island Public Library, and
Drummond Island Tourist Association from Monday,
June 17th to Thursday, July 18 2024 or online at the
Drummond Island Township website:
https://www.drummondislandtownship.org/
Duration of Draft Plan Public
Review Period: Monday, June 17
through Thursday July 18 2024
Copy of the Notice: See Notice.

PUBLIC HEARING

Date of the Notice: Drummond Island Digest, June
and July 2024 issues.
Name of Newspaper: Drummond Island Digest
Date of Meeting: Thursday, July 18 and July 25 2024
Copy of the Notice: See notice.
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MINUTES FROM PUBLIC MEETING

2025-2029 DNR Recreation Plan - Final Draft
Public In-Person Meeting – Thursday July 18, 2024

Meeting called to order: 6:32pm

Number of people in Attendance: 14

Lynne Coulter, Steering Committee Co-Chair, introduced the topic, gave a brief history of how the
sub-committee members developed this Recreation Plan during workshops using the survey
information. Initial workshop work sheets were available for review.

Question: Can the plan be updated? Yes, once it is submitted and approved by the MiGrant
committee, any changes can be resubmitted for approval using similar process.

Question: Will this Recreation Plan submission expedite grant proposals? Yes it can since it show
that Drummond Island has a Recreation Plan not only involving DNR projects, but other
community based projects.

Question: Does the DNR approve, accept or acknowledge this Recreation Plan? The MiGrant will
provide written approval. If additional information is needed, they will also make their requests in
writing.

Question: What projects under the current 2020-2024 Recreation Plan have been completed?

● Heritage Trail/Twp Park: Interpretive signs (40 signs along the 3 mile trail) funded by
donations and a grant through the Chippewa Luce Mackinac Conservation District. Project
leader: Drummond Island Silent Sports.

● Webcams at the Drummond ferry docks and Yacht Haven Marina, installed by Drummond
Island Tourist Association and funded by monthly advertising sponsors.

Question: What were the highest activities engaged in and requested as additional activities from
the survey data? The survey data was discussed, as well as the proposed projects that reflected
that data.

Also discussed mountain bike trails using 50 inch wide trails and multi-use trails for bikes, walking,
equestrian.

It was suggested that contact information be listed on the Recreation Plan Facebook page for
each of the subcommittees so that people can select a Recreation Plan project they are interested
in volunteering.

Meeting adjourned at 7:25pm
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2025-2029 DNR Recreation Plan - Final Draft
Public In-Person Meeting – Thursday July 25, 2024 

Meeting called to order: 6:32pm

Number of people in Attendance: 11

Lynne Coulter, Steering Committee Co-Chair, outlined the requirements for the Rec Plan:

● Initial meetings, subcommittee workshops, in-person meeting after the 30-day review of
the Rec Plan Final Draft.

● Explained how the gathering of data through the public survey steered the projects
included in the Rec Plan and Community Plan.

● Noted that the subcommittees are responsible for the execution of the projects through to
completion. Subcommittees can meet with the Steering Committee to report project
progress updates, seek guidance for fundraising for matching funds, grant opportunities,
etc. These monthly meetings with start August 15th and continue each month on the 3rd
Thursday at 6:30pm in the Township Hall.

Written comments received were read and discussed. In-

person comments and questions that were discussed:

● Townline Road & Tourist Road are dangerous for people to run, walk, bike ride on the
non-existent shoulder. Krystal Truax, Steering Committee Co-Chair, lead the discussion
about the proposed walking/biking trail that will run from the museum and past the school
to the Four-Corners intersection.

● Other pedestrian use along busy roads were discussed:
o Tourist Road has no shoulder for walkers, etc. Paved road is too narrow for such a

hilly winding road. Potential solution is to have County Road Commission widen
the road.

o Township Park Road is too narrow for emergency vehicles to pass each other in
the case of an emergency at Township Campground. Road is also too narrow for
pedestrians to walk during summer camping season. Potential solution is to have
Twp seek bids to widen the road; it is on Twp property.

● Why isn’t the roof over the ice rink included in the 2025-2029 Recreation Plan?The
Steering Committee will look into adding that. It was also noted that the grant for the ice
rink roof was not awarded (not all grant applications are awarded grant funding) but can
be resubmitted by the Drummond Twp Bd. And/or Grant Committee.

● The process from this point on to submission of the Rec Plan to Grant Committee was
outlined.
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COPY OF ADOPTION MEETING MINUTE
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COPY OF LETTER TO REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY



APPENDIX G: POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORTS
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